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Campbell Applauds Internet Expansion  
Throughout North Louisiana 

 SHREVEPORT, La. – More than 54,000 rural homes and businesses in North Louisiana 

will gain access to high-speed internet service thanks to $22 million in federal funding, according 

to Public Service Commissioner Foster Campbell. 

The “Connect America” program of the Federal Communications Commission is helping 

fiber, wireless and satellite internet providers meet the need for broadband service in unserved or 

underserved areas of North Louisiana. 

“This is good news for the people and business owners in my district,” Campbell said.  

“Fast and reliable internet service is critical to health care, education, commerce and public safety, 

as well as home entertainment.” 

Campbell’s PSC District 5 comprises all or parts of 24 parishes, many of which are sparsely 

populated rural regions.  FCC records indicate that 54,580 homes and businesses in PSC District 

5 are eligible for high-speed internet service funded by Connect America. 

That is 52 percent of the statewide total of 104,523 locations declared “eligible” by the 

FCC for Connect America’s Phase II funding. 

“North Louisiana has more unserved and underserved territory than any other part of the 

state, so that’s where the need is greatest,” Campbell said.  “All of the 24 parishes in my district 

are seeing growth in broadband.” 



 

 

Across North Louisiana, AT&T is responsible for 79 percent of the FCC-funded broadband 

expansion.  CenturyLink has 18 percent and satellite provider ViaSat has 3 percent. 

Campbell said the FCC has given AT&T and CenturyLink a deadline to finish their build-

out of broadband service statewide by the end of 2020.  The companies completed 40 percent by 

the end of 2017 and will be at the 60-percent mark by the end of this year. 

California-based ViaSat participated in a separate auction of eligible Louisiana locations 

earlier this year.  To receive funds ViaSat pledged to build to 40 percent of assigned homes and 

business within three years of becoming authorized to receive support, and to increase build-out 

by 20 percent in each subsequent year, to be complete by the end of the sixth year. 

Connect America lets providers choose their delivery method for broadband so long as 

customers receive minimum download speeds of 10 megabytes per second and upload speeds of 

1 mbps.  AT&T will offer a “Fixed Wireless” service, CenturyLink is using primarily wireline 

technology, and ViaSat is serving customers by satellite. 

The FCC also requires that service providers offer service at rates that are “reasonably 

comparable” to rates in urban areas.  AT&T service will start at $60 per month. 

AT&T and CenturyLink are on the agenda for the LPSC’s November 16 meeting in Baton 

Rouge to report on Connect America expansion statewide. 

To determine if your home or business is newly served by one of these providers, consult 

AT&T by website at www.att.com/fixedwireless, call CenturyLink at 866-963-6665 or visit 

www.centurylink.com/ordernow.  ViaSat said it will make more information available to the public 

at a later date. 

 

### 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: See attached chart for a parish-by-parish breakdown of Connect 

America broadband expansion in PSC District 5 (North Louisiana). 
  

http://www.att.com/fixedwireless
http://www.centurylink.com/ordernow


 

 

FCC 'CONNECT AMERICA' PROGRAM, PH. II 

New Broadband Deployment in LPSC District 5 (Campbell) 

PARISH 

AT&T 
ELIGIBLE  
LOCATIONS 

AT&T 
SUPPORT  
AMOUNT 

CENTURYLINK  
ELIGIBLE  
LOCATIONS 

CENTURYLINK  
SUPPORT 
AMOUNT 

VIASAT 
ELIGIBLE  
LOCATIONS 

VIASAT 
SUPPORT  
AMOUNT 

Bienville 2,122 $871,589 789 $242,277 114 $115,431 

Bossier 805 $318,675 1,275 $513,334 38 $25,771 

Caddo 1,218 $462,864 1,099 $522,334 137 $86,250 

Caldwell 1,403 $505,682 411 $229,995 57 $57,607 

Catahoula 1,780 $799,683 39 $23,103 109 $156,766 

Claiborne 2,401 $1,121,482 392 $192,260 67 $68,971 

Concordia 1,213 $552,779 0 $0 122 $125,504 

DeSoto 3,016 $1,196,932 0 $0 88 $35,955 

East Carroll 704 $408,448 0 $0 43 $62,949 

Franklin 2,802 $1,021,788 856 $292,390 31 $35,099 

Jackson 990 $342,478 903 $378,524 187 $79,455 

Lincoln 1,705 $663,035 391 $82,649 56 $10,798 

Madison 958 $606,555 0 $0 66 $84,673 

Morehouse 796 $378,014 197 $106,031 42 $35,781 

Natchitoches 3,168 $1,155,999 0 $0 99 $93,931 

Ouachita 674 $252,998 163 $47,720 135 $49,768 

Red River 1,675 $699,252 2 $1,313 13 $18,006 

Richland 2,008 $730,057 663 $287,614 78 $46,971 

Sabine 3,233 $1,126,222 0 $0 141 $37,165 

Tensas 1,121 $632,567 0 $0 70 $102,004 

Union 3,194 $1,085,655 1,401 $542,791 60 $53,305 

Webster 1,291 $437,276 903 $363,905 62 $47,523 

West Carroll 2,431 $844,923 0 $0 18 $14,336 

Winn 2,375 $1,026,135 77 $68,024 103 $91,818 

DIST. 5 
TOTALS 

43,083 $17,241,088 9,561 $3,894,264 1,936 $1,535,836 

       

STATEWIDE 74,978 $27,907,589 24,324 $9,471,015 4,427 $2,873,230 

       
Source: FCC 


