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THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

LAFAYETTE-OPELOUSAS DIVISION 

 

SUZZANNE WILLIAMS  

And MICHAEL WASHINGTON    Civil Action No:     

        Jury Demanded 

 Plaintiff            

V 

 

SHERIFF LOUIS ACKAL, AGENT JACQUES LEBLANC,  

UNIDENTIFIED OFFICERS 

 

 Defendant 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF THIS COURT: 

 This is an action for damage arising under 42 USC 1983, 1985, 1988; 4th Amendment 

and 14th Amendment to the United States and Louisiana Constitution; Louisiana Civil Code 

Article 2315; FALSE ARREST; FALSE IMPRISONMENT 

PARTIES  

 NOW COMES SUZZANNE WILLIAMS and MICHAEL WILLIAMS hereinafter called 

Plaintiffs, complaining of and about hereinafter called defendants, SHERIIF LOUIS ACKAL 

and agent JACQUES LEBLANC and for cause of actions alleges unto this Honorable Court the 

following:  

1. Plaintiff, SUZZANNE WILLIAMS, is a citizen of the United States and of the State of 

Louisiana and she resides in the city of New Iberia located in Iberia Parish.  
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2. Plaintiff, MICHAEL WILLIAMS, is a citizen of the United States and of the State of 

Louisiana and he resides in the city of New Iberia located in Iberia Parish 

3. Defendant, SHERIFF LOUIS ACKAL, is employed by the Iberia Parish Sheriff’s 

Department and can be served at 300 Iberia Street, Suite 120, New Iberia, LA 70560 

4. Defendant, AGENT JACQUES LEBLANC, is employed by the Iberia Parish Sheriff’s 

Department and can be served at 300 Iberia Street, Suite 120, New Iberia, LA 70560 

5. At all relevant times, the defendants were in the course and scope of their employment with 

the Iberia Parish Sheriff’s Office and they were acting under color of state law 

6. At all relevant times, defendant Iberia Parish Sheriff’s Office was acting through its 

officers, agents, and employees  who were acting in the course and scope of their 

employment.  

JURISDICTION AND VENUE  

7. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference the allegations set forth in paragraph 1 

through 8 as set forth above. 

8. Jurisdiction is asserted pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331, 1332, 1343 and under 42 USC 1983 

and 1985 

9. The alleged unlawful act took place at New Iberia, La.,  

10. Venue in this district is appropriate pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391.  

11. Defendant, LOUIS ACKAL’s principal office street address is 300 Iberia Street, Suite 120, 

New Iberia, LA 70560 
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NATURE OF THE CASE 

12. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations set forth in paragraphs 9 

through 15 as set forth above.  

13. This action is brought to this Honorable Court under 4th amendment, 14th amendment, 

Title 42 U.S.C. § 1983, 1985; Plaintiffs, SUZZANNE WILLIAMS and MICHAEL 

WILLIAMS, were adversely affected by these practices.   

FACTS 

14. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 

through 16 as set forth above.  

15. Plaintiff SUZZANNE WILLIAMS is an African - American female.    

16. Plaintiff MICHAEL WILLIAMS is an African – American male 

17. On July 13, 2017 Iberia Parish Sheriff Detective Jacques Leblanc, a caucasian officer, and 

officers from Iberia parish Sheriff’s narcotics division and the Louisiana State Police 

executed a search warrant at the residence of Christopher and Suzanne Williams.  

 

18. According to the warrant, Detective Jacques Leblanc “thought” that he had reason to 

believe that the Williams’ were in possession of [sic] illegal narcotics, drug paraphernalia, 

currency…and any other controlled dangerous substance.   

 

19. Christopher and Suzanne Williams, both African American, claims that they were 

returning home when they saw the lead narcotics investigation vehicle parked 

approximately two blocks from their residence.    

 

20. The Williams claim that once they arrived home and settle down they heard voices on the 

outside of their bedroom window.  

 

21. They claim that they looked out of the window and saw police surrounding their house.   

 

22. Christopher Williams claims that when he opened his front door, the officers instructed 

him to exit his house.   
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23. He complied; the officers then searched for weapons, they handcuffed him, and placed 

him in the back of their police unit.   

 

24. Simultaneous to the detention of Mr. Williams, the investigating officers entered the home 

to detain Mrs. Williams.   

 

25. They escorted her outside of her home in her bra and panties.   

 

26. They would not allow her to put clothes on.   

 

27. The officers conducted a thorough search of the Williams’ residence, vehicle, and 

property.   

 

28. The police officers did not find a scintilla of illegal drugs, or drug paraphernalia.  They did 

not find any illegal narcotics.  

 

29. After the investigating officers completed their fruitless search of the Williams’ premises 

they released them without issuing any charges.  

 

30. It turns out that Detective Jacques Leblanc’s perceived criminal activity on the part of the 

Williams was nothing more than mere baseless suspicion that Christopher Williams and/or 

his wife Suzanne Williams were engaged in illegal drug trafficking.   

 

31. After this traumatic and embarrassing experience, Mr. Williams presented to the Iberia 

Parish Sheriff’s department on several occasions in order to obtain a copy of Detective 

Jacques Leblanc’s search warrant and affidavit.   

 

32. He was not provided with either, shortly thereafter, Detective Jacques Leblanc either 

resigned or quit his job at the Iberia parish sheriff’s department.   

 

33. Iberia Parish Sheriff Louis Ackal and Detective Jacques Leblanc et al under color of the 

Louisiana State statutes outlining the crimes of possession and possession with intent to 

distribute illegal narcotics subjected Christopher and Suzanne Williams, citizens of the 

United States to the deprivation of their constitutional right to privacy, liberty, and their 

right to be free from unreasonable search and seizure.  

 

34. While we do not have a copy of the affidavit in this case yet, Judge Lewis Pitman indicates 

in the warrant that Detective Jacques Leblanc swore under oath that he had [sic] good 

reason to believe that the Richard’s were in possession of and selling illegal narcotics.   
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35. The Williams’ assert that Detective Jacques Leblanc committed perjury and slandered 

their name when he intentionally made a false written statement under oath about their 

alleged participation in illegal drug activity in order to obtain a baseless warrant to search 

their residence.   

 

36. Officer Leblanc presented the false statement to a neutral and detached judge.  

 

37. The judge found probable cause to authorize the officers’ illegal search of the Williams 

premises. The court authorized the search in order to find evidence of illegal drug activity.   

 

38. The evidence if found would later be used in a criminal judicial proceeding against the 

Williams.  

 

39. Officer Leblanc’s false statement goes to the heart of the accusations found in his sworn 

search warrant, illegal drug possession and distribution.  

 

40. According to La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 123 Officer Leblanc knew his statement of the 

Williams’ alleged drug possession and distribution was false. 

 

41. Not only do the Williams’ assert that Detective Jacques Leblanc committed perjury to 

obtain the illegal warrant but they assert that because they are African American he 

conspired with the Iberia Parish Sheriff’s Narcotics Department and the Louisiana State 

Police to enter their premises to deprive them both directly and indirectly of the equal 

protection of the laws and equal privileges and immunities under the laws of this state to 

be secure in their home, person, papers and effects from unreasonable search and seizures.   

 

42. The investigating officers ransacked the Williams’ property looking for evidence of illegal 

narcotics activity.  

43. They did not find any evidence of illegal narcotics or illegal drug distribution activity.  

44. The Iberia Parish Sheriff’s department and the Louisiana State Police’s illegal search and 

seizure of Mr. and Mrs. Williams’ house, papers, and effects deprived them of having and 

exercising their rights and privileges as citizens of the United States. Mrs.  

45. Williams claims to be traumatized and humiliated by the whole experience of being led 

out of her home by the police in her bra, panties, and handcuffs.   

46. Mr. Williams claims to be similarly disturbed by the whole experience of being illegally 

detained by the police, having his premises utterly destroyed and for not being in a 

position to defend himself or his wife.   
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REQUEST FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff respectfully prays that this Honorable Court: 

1. Order defendant to make whole the plaintiffs past and future lost wages, past and future 

medical expenses any and all other equitable relief to be proved at the trial of this matter.  

2. Grant to Plaintiff his attorney’s fees (including expert fees) and costs in connection with 

this action and its prosecution of the underlying charge of violation of civil rights; and  

3. Grant to the Plaintiff damages for inconvenience, past and future mental anguish, loss of 

the enjoyment of life and such other and further relief as this court deems just and proper.  

PRAYER 

 WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, plaintiff, SUZZANNE WILLIAMS and 

MICHAEL WILLIAMS, respectfully prays that the Defendants, AGENT Jacques Leblanc, 

Sheriff Louis Ackal, be cited to appear and answer herein, and that upon a final hearing of the 

cause, judgment be entered for the Plaintiffs, SUZZANNE WILLIAMS and MICHAEL 

WILLIAMS,  against Defendant for damages in an amount within the jurisdictional limits of the 

Court; together with interest as allowed by law; costs of court, and such other and further relief 

to which the Plaintiff may be entitled at law or in equity.  

Respectfully Submitted    

 

BY: /s/ Edward Moses Jr (B/N:30646) 

 

MOSES LAW FIRM, L.L.C.  

2900 Westfork Drive Suite 401 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70827 

Telephone (225) 295-5632 

Telecopier (888)518-0559 

Email: edward@moses-lawfirm.com 
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