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Letter to Louisiana Voice and Raymond Daye – Avoyelles Today 
 
The Louisiana Voice posted an article on Nov. 16 raising questions about the recent Step-
N-Strut event on the first weekend of November. The article and comments from the 
Step-N-Strut officials in that article were incorrect and misleading. 
 
Here are the facts regarding plans for security at the event and actual outcomes.  

1. Prior to the event, all communication took place between Chief Harold Pierite of 
the Tunica-Biloxi Police Dept. and Paul Scott of Step-N-Strut. You should note 
that Mr. Scott has praised the efforts of the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe and its 
relationship with Step-N-Strut.  

2. Prior to the event, the Tunica-Biloxi Police Dept. conducted research on the Step-
N-Strut event with Natchitoches and St. Landry police departments regarding the 
type of event and security that should be provided. It was decided that there 
should be at least one officer per 75 attendees at the event. Original estimates for 
security were based on these figures.  

3. All estimates for security leading to the event were provided to Mr. Scott and 
Step-N-Strut. The original estimate for $112,000 was based on 50 officers, plus 
four state troopers covering the event in shifts for three days. When the Step-N-
Strut leadership balked at the amount, a revised estimate was developed reflecting 
fewer officers and a reduction in their hourly rates. (That estimate is attached.) 
This estimate was initialed by all principals. 

4. The Tunica-Biloxi Police Department made every effort to operate within the 
financial constraints of Step-N-Strut, which led to the revised estimate. In the 
final analysis, because fewer than 30 officers were available, the total charges 
were considerably less than the revised estimate. We believe the total charges for 
security were less than $30,000, even less than the amount the organization says it 
was charged by other entities. Since each officer was paid separately, Step-N-
Strut should have accurate figures on the actual cost of security. 

5. No cash was involved in any transaction between the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe or 
Police Department and Step-N-Strut. Security officers were paid by check and 
1099s were issued. The Tunica-Biloxi Tribe’s Economic Development Council 
received a check for $4,500, which were the only funds that were transferred 
between Step-N-Strut and the Tribe.  

6. The Tribal Council was aware of the event, but it left all security arrangements up 
to the Police Department and Step-N-Strut leadership. No tribal council member 
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received any remuneration whatsoever from Step-N-Strut or its 
leadership/membership.  

7. Attendance at the event was higher than the original projections and security 
planned for 2,500 to 3,000 attendees. This resulted in traffic and parking issues, as 
evidenced by the number of vehicles that were towed because of illegal parking 
on LA Hwy 1. 

8. The gunshot on Saturday evening caused the closure of the event because of 
security concerns. Officers viewed the shot being fired from the crowd and took 
reasonable action for the safety of the entire crowd. 

9. The confusion over the late start on Sunday was due to a representative of Step-N-
Strut who told the officer-in-charge that they would not pay for security. The 
event was delayed until this matter was resolved. Chief Pierite engaged Mr. 
Lemelle and was assured that officers would be paid. In fact, the event was 
opened at 10:30 A.M. Mr. Pierite wanted assurance that they would be paid for 
the time they worked on Sunday.   

10. All communication regarding security for the event occurred between Chief 
Pierite and Paul Scott. Based on Mr. Scott’s correspondence to you, there do not 
seem to be problems between those parties. Also, because all transactions were by 
check and can be documented easily, there should be no confusion about monies 
paid and parties who received funds. We suggest that anyone quoted other than 
these principals really didn’t know the facts.  

 
In the interests of accuracy and fairness we hope you will give this statement of facts the 
same consideration as you did for the original posting of Nov. 16. 

The Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana sticks by its statement of yesterday. We were 
thrilled to be a part of the Step-N-Strut event this year and hope that Step-N-Strut leaders 
will consider coming back in the near future. 

 

Marshall Ray Sampson, Sr.    Harold Pierite, Sr. 
Vice Chairman 
	  


